
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2012 Winter Update  

MSUCAA Names 2011 
scholarship winner 

 
Congratulations to Senior Green Squad member 
Storm Garfield, the 2011 MSUCAA Scholarship 
winner.  Storm introduced herself and read her 
winning essay at the meeting before the 2011 
Homecoming game.  You can view Storm’s essay 
and video at www.msucheeralum.com.  Click on 
“Scholarship”. 
 
The scholarship application was open to 
returning Michigan State University 
Cheerleaders planning to enroll in and cheer for 
MSU for the 2011-2012 season. All eligible 
squad members were encouraged to apply. This 
$500 scholarship is intended to alleviate some 
of the financial burden of rising tuition and 
book fees.  Your membership dues and proceeds 
from shirt sales allow us to fund our annual 
scholarship.  If you are interested in donating 
towards a spring semester scholarship, please 
email contact@msucheeralum.com for details on 
how to contribute. 
 
 

2011 Alumni Cheer 
Homecoming Photos 
 
As requested photos from the 2011 
Homecoming game are now up.  
Visit www.msucheerlaum.com and 
click on “photos”.  If you have 

photos or videos you would like to 
share with the alumni, please send 

them to 
zoe.manutes@msucheeralum.com. 

 

 
In addition to updating you on the current team today, I 
wanted to encourage all the Facebook users to join the 
alumni group and become a fan of the current team.   
 
We are always looking for ways to improve our 
Homecoming experience.  Please share your thoughts and 
memories of the 2011 Homecoming.  We would love 
suggestions for next year too! 
 

 

http://www.msucheeralum.com/
mailto:contact@msucheeralum.com
http://www.msucheerlaum.com/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jmanutes/collections/72157619493917142/
mailto:zoe.manutes@msucheeralum.com
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/group.php?gid=4664907239
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/pages/Michigan-State-Cheerleading-Team/166748203887?ref=ts


 

 

Meet: Tim Dameron 
 
Since September 1994, I have been working for the Detroit Pistons and Palace 
Sports and Entertainment in one capacity or another. An original member of the 
Palace Knight - which became the Palace Patrol Interactive Squad, I eventually got 
the full time job of Game Presentation Manager in May of 2000. I was in charge of 
a wide variety of things, from Anthem Singers, Halftime acts, the contest we ran 
in game, the inflatable's, face painters, Palace Patrol, the WORKFORCE, The 
Drumline and on and on. If it was entertaining and it was LIVE, I ran it. I also 
did this for the Detroit Vipers, (IHL hockey) The Detroit Shock (WNBA) and the 
Detroit Fury (AFL). 
 
The Fury coach summed up my job as "the dog and pony show," which is pretty true. 
I have had over a dozen former MSU Cheerleader work for me at the Palace.  
Now after 11 years, 17 years if you count my time on Palace Patrol, I am leaving 
for an awesome opportunity right down the road from the Palace at Oakland 
University. I will be the Athletic departments Coordinator for Marketing and 
Promotions. This is great move for my family and me. 
 
 

  
 

 
 This is me in Palace Patrol gear 

here at the palace in June of 1996 
with Shaq - yes THAT Shaq - about to 
slap me in the back of my head. It 
was a warm up game for the 
second Dream Team that would 
play in Atlanta for the 1996 
Olympic Games. And He did slap me, 
and it did hurt. He laughed, and so 
did I.  
 
 

This is from the 2010-
2011 season on Super 
Hero Night - I am 
Captain America! 



 
There were 5 of us MSU Alumni cheerleaders who ran the 

Chicago Marathon 
this fall. 

 
 
 
Meet (from left to right):  
Kelly Rasho 2003 – 2007,  
Marcie Pollock 2000-2004,  
Antonette Bitonti 2001 – 2005,  
Jennie Rose Sterns 2003 - 2006, and  
Ashley Kender 2002 – 2005 (not pictured) 
 
 
 
We signed up in February 2011. I would say that in our lives, none of us were really true 
"runners" and the thought of the run from Jenison Fieldhouse to Haggadorn and back was 
painful enough. Well, once we were committed, there was absolutely NO turning back for 
any of us. We all knew that we would need each other’s support more than anything!  

26.2 miles? 
Are you kidding me? Never in my right mind would I ever think we could do it.  
 
We all ran periodically from February to about June. June 1, marked the official day of 
training for everyone. We started a Facebook group to post all of our workouts, feelings, 
experiences - good and bad. Some days we felt like we could run forever and there were days 
where we wanted to pass out after 2 miles. Our summers were full of runs, yoga, dance class, 
cross training and lots of water! Friday nights were toned down because we all had long runs 
in the morning. It was quite the commitment but we all knew that if we didn't stick to our 
training schedule then it all wouldn't be possible. I have to say, I think we were all so 

committed to training in fear of failing on the big day!  
 
When October 9 came around, we were all so excited, nervous and emotional all in one. The 
girls in Chicago made personalized ribbons for our hair that said 26.2. (True cheerleaders of 
course!) Due to the large crowds, Me, Kelly and Antonette started together while Ashley and 
Jennie Rose were separate. Throughout the length of the race, we managed to find each other 
and ran together for a portion of the race. We all finished and met each other on Michigan 
Ave to take some pictures. I speak for myself and am sure the other girls feel the same way; it 
was one of the most amazing feelings of my life. Running through the Chicago 
neighborhoods with amazing girls who trained all summer to accomplish this one goal was a 
fantastic feeling. Not to mention the outstanding crowds who were individually yelling out 
names with encouragement. It couldn't have been a more proud moment in 
my life! Will we do it again? That is still undecided, but I will tell you that I'm definitely 
more willing to say yes now than I was a year ago. 
 
Written by Marcie Pollock 

 



 

 

MSUCAA website… 
I hope you have had the chance to check out the MSUCAA website www.msucheeralum.com.  If you have not done so, 
please fill out the on-line form to keep your contact information current.  I’d like to add to the current site with photos and 
video from when you were cheering at MSU, but also any personal updates.  Please send photos or video (if applicable) and a 
short summary of things you’d like to share.   
 
What is your favorite memory at MSU?  Were you in uniform at the time?  Were you just spending time with teammates?  
We’d love for you to share your fondest memories with fellow alumni. I’ve heard the stories of Bowl Games in Japan, 
winning National Cheerleading Championships, being cheerleading ambassadors in Brazil, and seeing the country during 
March Madness.  Please share! 
 
Send your story and a picture if possible to contact@msucheeralum.com for publication on the MSUCAA website. 
 

About Our Organization… 
The Michigan State University Cheerleading Alumni Association is designed to connect former MSU cheerleaders during 

annual events and support the current MSU Cheerleading Team. 

Our ability to inform MSUCAA members is only as good as the information you provide us. 

Please visit www.msucheeralum.com to update your contact information.  Also, pass on this newsletter to any alumni you 
feel may not be receiving updates. 

 

Shirts for sale! 
There are a few remaining Homecoming shirts and Alumni tees, 
sweatshirts, and yoga pants for sale.  All tees are $12, sweatshirts and 
yoga pants are $20 each.  Free Shipping!  Please email 
contact@msucheeralum.com if you are interested with item style, size 
and color preference.  I’ll send you an invoice and get the apparel 
shipped out pronto! 
 
Available sizes: 
2011 Homecoming tee (charcoal grey) 1 M, 1 L, and 1 XL 
Alumni Tee (green) 1 S, 1 M, 3 L, 2 XL, (white) 2 M, 1 L, 2 XL 
Alumni Sweatshirt (green) 1 M, 2 L, 2 XL, (grey) 2 M, 2 L, 2 XL 
Alumni Yoga Pants (black) 1 S, 3 M 
 
 
 

My first year cheering has been an incredible experience. Very few people will be presented with 
the opportunities that I have been. I got to cheer on the Spartans against Wisconsin at our 

homecoming football game, nearly pee myself in front of thousands at midnight madness, but most 
of all, be part of a team that has come to feel like family. I strongly believe joining the team is one 
of my best decisions I've made in life, and look forward to the next 3 years on the team. My first 
game I cheered at was a Women's Volleyball game. I had never attended a game before that one, 

so did not realize how exciting they could be. I enjoyed cheering at the games, and enjoyed 
watching the girls crush their opponents nearly every time. 

 
-Ben Potter, 1st year cheerleader, White Squad member 

 

http://www.msucheeralum.com/
http://www.msucheeralum.com/
mailto:contact@msucheeralum.com


It (Big Ten Championship game) was a once in a lifetime experience, 
especially with it being the first ever big ten championship and 
the scene was amazing with half of the stadium green and other red. 
It will be something that I will always cherish and remember as a 
MSU cheerleader.  
 
-Jarriel Keys, 3rd year cheerleader, and Green Squad member 

The battle of the bands on the beach was a 
great experience for me.  It allowed our 
team, players, and fans alike to relax and 
enjoy the weather while at the same time 
come out and support our school.  It was 
also a great time to meet and with the 
Georgia team and get to know them for a 
little bit.  The overall atmosphere of the 
event was very enjoyable.  The nice 
weather, great people there, and great 
game to look forward to made this one of 
my favorite parts of the trip. 
 
-Ben Lees,  
2nd year cheerleader,  
member of Green Squad 
 

For New Year's Eve, we had a team 
dinner.  We all got dressed up, which was 
especially fun for the girls.  It was also 
nice to have the whole spirit squad there 
since we don't always get to hang out with 
the dance team and mascots.  It was fun to 
just relax and have a good time as one big 
group. 
 
-Katelynn Andreen, 3rd year cheerleader, 
member of Green Squad 
 

Busch Gardens was a lot of  
fun! We had the opportunity  
to ride all of the rides. But, one of the best 
parts about the trip was the band 
competition.  Before we went into the park 
both bands and spirit squads met with 
viewers and played all of their band 
chants.  It was a lot of fun to see and hear 
what the other band did for their pregame 
compared to ours.  Listening to their band 
made me appreciate our band and the 
variety of songs we play.   
 
-Taylor Young, 3rd year Cheerleader, 
member of Green Squad 
 

                    The bowl game experience was  
           an amazing feeling.  I was nervous, 
excited, and happy all at once.  In the final 
overtime where we kicked the field goal 
and finally won the game was unreal.  I 
could not believe it. Running across the 
field like a crazy person was one of the 
best event of my life, who can say they 
have done that.  I am very fortunate I was 
able to attend this bowl game with the 
university. 
 
-Crystal Bruns, 3rd year cheerleader, 
member of Green Squad 
 

The 2012 Outback Bowl was definitely the pinnacle of my MSU cheerleading experience.  It was an honor and a privilege to be a part of what Spartan Football 
has accomplished this season.   
 
Cheering at the game was something I will never forget.  It seemed all of the Spartans started a bit slow, fans and athletes together.  However, the second half 
and overtimes were truly breathtaking.  With the Spartans gearing up and a little help from us, the fans came alive to cheer their favorite football program on 
to a bowl victory over Georgia.  In my opinion, it was a perfect ending to one of the most exciting seasons I can remember. 
 
-Erik Van Tongeren, 3rd year cheerleader, member of Green Squad 
 

2012 
Outback 

Bowl 



 

 

 
 
 
 

From the coach… 
We have had an exciting year so far and 
as I am sure you are all watching the 
basketball teams are proving to be 
strong fighters. The white squad 
performed at the gymnastics meet on 
February 11th. The green squad will be 
performing at the gymnastics meet on 
February 24th and the Men's basketball 
game on February 25th. Please come out 
and watch the routines! We will be 
hosting tryouts in April and hopefully 
continuing the tradition of great 
cheerleaders here at Michigan State. 
 
We are looking to fundraise for a few 
specific things for next season. We are 
hoping to purchase some cheerleading 
mats to make it easier on us when we 
perform at events at Breslin. Also, we 
desperately need a new bag to carry our 
many signs. If anyone of you have 
corporate or private events we would 
love to spread Spartan spirit to 
fundraise for our cause! 
 
Thank you for all of your support! 
 
GO GREEN! 
Coach Elyse Packard 

  
Support the 

current team… 
The 2011-2012 MSU Cheerleading 
Team posters are on sale.  You can 

find team members selling the posters, 
face tattoos and the green and white 

spirit scarves at all men’s and 
women’s basketball games.  Unable to 
attend the games?  Email Coach Elyse 

Packard at cheermsu@ath.msu.edu 
with your poster or scarf request. 

 
Also, please visit 

www.msu.edu/~cheer/support.html for 
information about making an online 

donation or having the MSU 
Cheerleading Team at your event. 

 
 
 

Tryouts… 
Know any High School seniors or 
current MSU students 
interested in cheerleading?  The 
2012 spring tryout process has 
begun.  Open workouts are 
Sundays and the Video entries 
are due March 15th.  All details 
may be found at the team 
website: www.msu.edu/~cheer 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
CHEERLEADING ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

 contact@msucheeralum.com 
www.msucheeralum.com 

 
  

Important Date to Note: 
April 28, 2012, 1:30 pm  
Green & White Football Game @ 
Spartan Stadium 

mailto:cheermsu@ath.msu.edu
http://www.msu.edu/~cheer/support.html
http://www.msu.edu/~cheer
mailto:contact@msucheeralum.com
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